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COUNT RUMFORD'S DONATION., 

SIR, 

xJESIROUS of contributing efhcacioufly to the ad- 
vancement of a branch of fcience, which has long employed 
my attention, and which appears to me to be of the higheft 
importance to mankind ; and wifhing at the fame time to 
leave a lafting teftimony of my refpect for the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, I take the liberty to requeft 
that the Academy would do me the honor to accept of five 
thoufand dollars, three per cent ft5ck, in the funds of the 
United States of North America, which ftock I have actually 
purchafed, and which I beg leave to transfer to the Fellows 
of the Academy, to the end that the interefl of the fame may 
be by them, and by their fucceffors, received from time to 
time, for ever, and the amount of the fame applied and given, 
once every fecond year, as a premium to the author of the 
moft important difcovery, or ufeful improvement, which lhall 
be made and publilhed by printing, or in any way made 
known to the public, in any part of the continent of America, 
or in any of the American iflands, during the preceding two 
years, on heat, or on light, the preference always being given 

to 



Count RumforcTs Donation. 14 r 

to fuch difcoveries as mall, in the opinion of the Academy, 
tend moft to promote the good of mankind. 

With regard to the formalities to be obferved by the Acad- 
emy in their decifions upon the comparative merits of thofe 
difcoveries, which, in the opinion of the Academy, may en- 
title their authors to be considered as competitors for thi& 
biennial premium, the Academy will be pleafed to adopt fuch 
regulations, as they in their wifdom may judge to be proper 
and necefTary. But in regard to the form in which this pre- 
mium is conferred, I take the liberty to requeft that it may 
always be given in two medals, ftruek in the fame dye, the 
one of gold, and the other of filver, and of fuch dimenfions, 
that both of them together may be jufl equal in intrinfic 
value, to the amount of the intereft of the aforefaid five thou- 
fand dollars ftock, during two years ; that is to fay, that they 
may together be of the value of three hundred dollars. 

The Academy will be pleafed to order fuch device or in- 
fcription to be engraved on the dye they Ihall caufe to be pre- 
pared for ftriking thefe medals, as they may judge proper. 

If during any term of two years, reckoning from the last ad- 
judication, or from the laft period for the adjudication of this 
premium by the Academy, no new difcovery or improvement 
fhould be made, in any part of America, relative to either of 
the fubj eels in queftion, (heat, or light,) which in the opin- 
ion of the Academy, fhall be of fufEcient importance, to deferve 
this premium ; in that cafe, it is my defire that the premium 
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may not be given, but that the value of it may be referved, 
and being laid out in the purchafe of additional flock in the 
American funds, may be employed to augment the capital of 
this premium ; and that the intereft of the fums by which the 
capital may from time to time be fo augmented, may regularly 
be given in money, with the two medals, and as an addition to 
the original premium, at each succeeding adjudication of it. 
And it is further my particular requeft, that thofe additions to 
the value of the premium arifing from its occafional non-adju- 
dications may be fuffered to increafe without limitation. 

"With the higheft refpecT: for the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences, and the moft earneft wifhes for their fuccefs in 
their labours for the good of mankind, 

I have the honor to be, with much efteem and regard, 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 

humble fervant, 

RUMFORD. 
London, July 1 2th, 1 796. 



To the Hon. JOHN ADAMS, Efq. Preftdent of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
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